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/hy It’s Called a Depressmn

appier in this situation,” says
Tr. Wilcox. “While their wealth
as decreased, the relative dispar-
y of their wealth to those they
iew as richer has decreased.”

—Veronica Dagher _

ips for Auto Shopping

According to Edmunds, a
0s Angeles-based auto-re-
aarch firm, discounts on cars
nd trucks are soaring, averag-
1g about $2,714 per vehicle in
anuary, bringing the average
icentive on a vehicle up 12. 5%
'om a year ago.

But take care before you
10p, because dealers around
1e country react differently to
ow sales. Some retailers are
woving as much inventory as
ossible at cut-rate prices,
hile others are trying to maxi-
ize profit on each sale.

Edmunds says variance in
YW car prices increased 62%
'tween last July and Decem-
r. In layman’s terms, that
eans buyers can expect big
ice swings on the same car,
spending on where they shop.

Dealers have always given bet-
r prices to those who request
1otes online, for instance, while
alk-ins usually fare worse.

You can visit Edmunds.com

you get a rate from that finan-

cial institution, the dealer may

be willing to match or beat it.
—Mike Spector

- How to Lower Your Rent

I live in a modest three-bed-
room apartment in the Lower
East Side of Manhattan. In May

2008, my roommates and I el-’

bowed our way to a “bargain”
lease of $2,650 a month. The
lease recently came up for re-
newal—with a small rent hike.

You don’t have to read The
Wall Street Journal to know

the paper or on Craigslist.
- Put it in writing. When my
building manager offered to cut

~our rent by $50, I asked to

speak to a higher-up. She told
me to write a letter, and I did. In
my letter, I politely detailed lo-

cal market conditions, pointing |

out our neighbors’ lower rent,
reminding the company of our
flawless payment history and
stating our ideal discount.
Stick to Your Guns. Within

hours, the top manager called

and offered to renew our lease
at $2,350 a month—a $300 dis-

count. “Tt’s a snerial deal The
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s Pupil S . Year Pupil
__“_mu Compulsory Kindergarten Om_m,:_nﬂ >2m:%m:nm District Offering Full-Day >:m:a%:om in
= 1 2 ering of . of Full-Day
p= School Age Entrance Age Kindergarten . in Kindergarten Law ,m:__-_um<
LE/ Kindergarten Enacted Kindergarten
Virgin Islands 5 5 on or before December 31 M M P P
Virginia 5% 5 on or before September 30 M M P P
Washington 8 5 on or before August 31 M P P P
West Virginia 6 5 on or before September 1 M M M 1996 M>
Wisconsin 6 5 on or before September 1 M P P> 1987 P
Wyoming 7 5 on or before September 15 M P P P
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Rich Jarvis: Compulsory school through

age 18 would be good for Idaho
READER'S VIEW: EDUCATION

As a legislator, | have already spent my fair share of time attending meetings and talking about how to solve some of the issues facing
our state. Few will match the importance of the one I will be attending on Friday at the Nampa Civic Center.

Public officials and educators throughout Idaho will be participating at a "Keeping the Promise - Idaho Summit on Dropout Prevention,”
which begins at 8 a.m. The goal is to raise awareness of the consequences of dropping out of school before graduation and provide
information and support to parents and young adults. '

The summit is especially timely for me because | will be introducing legislation that meets the problem head on. My bill raises the
compulsory school age requirement from 16 to 18; in other words, teenage students will no longer be able to drop out of school when
they are 16 or 17.

The Legislature needs to begin a dialogue on this issue. In Idaho, nearly 1,900 students in grades nine-12 dropped out during the last
school year, and more than 2,100 dropped out the year before that. Those numbers are unacceptable.

There is no dispute about the link between dropping out of school and the high crime rate, or the economic benefits that will come if
young adults stay in school longer - preferably long enough to earn their high school diploma. But the issue goes far beyond dollars and
cents. If kids stay in school longer, it becomes society's gain.

Young adults and parents must recognize that a high school education is the minimum required to compete in today's economy.
Unfortunately, when the legal dropout age is 16 or 17, students and schools get the message that dropping out is a natural outcome for
some students. The system encourages schools to push out troublesome or challenging children when they reach the age of 16. That
may rid the schools of their problem, but it marks only the beginning of society's problem.

The national statistics are sobering. Nearly 70 percent of the nation's inmates fail to receive a high school diploma. In neighboring
Nevada, a study shows the definite link between dropping out of school and violent crime. The study estimates that if the state's
graduation rate increased by just 10 percent, Nevada would see 45 fewer murders and 2,000 fewer aggravated assaults each year.
Idaho legislators, of course, will be concerned about the added cost of keeping kids in school until they are at least 18. But dire
consequences lie ahead if we don't - in the form of lost lifetime earnings ($1.2 billion for one-year's class of dropouts) and added health
care costs (estimated at $45 million). Idaho's economy would see a combination of crime-related savings and additional revenue of about
$21 million each year if the male high school graduation rate increased by just 5 percent.

Eighteen states have changed their compulsory school age requirements to age 18, including Nevada, Oregon, Washington and Utah.
It's time Idaho does the same - not because of what other states have done, but because it's the right thing to do for our state's future.
Rep. Rich Jarvis, R-Meridian, represents District 21 in the Idaho House.
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CENSUS 2UuU: iviontana
Percent of Population 16 to 19 years Not Enrolled in School and Not a High School Graduate
Montana Average: 8.0%

Population 16 to
19 years: Total

Population 16 to 19
years: In Armed
Forces; Not enrolled
in school; Not high
school graduate

Population 16 to 19
years: Civilian; Not
enrolled in school;
Not high school
graduate

835

908

506

226

520

86

4335

369

756

114

605

591

166

680

4238

5008

81

913

50

129

1207

658

140

1805

335

3520

206

149

35

1144
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54

Percent of Population

|Not enrolled in school;

Not high school
graduate.

4.2%

14.3%

12.1%

11.9%

8.1%

0.0%

7.2%

8.9%

3.3%

3.5%

3.3%

11.5%

1.2%

8.2%

7.9%

4.7%

3.7%

17.4%

8.0%

11.6%

8.9%

5.0%

12.1%

18.6%

5.9%

23.5%

4.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF3), GCT-P11. Language, School Enrollment, and Educational Attainment: Montana OQ_.m:m Economic Information Center,

Montana Department of Commerce
301 S. Park Ave, Helena MT 59620-0505




* CENSUS 2000: Montana

Percent of Population 16 to 19 years Not Enrolled in School and Not a High School Oaacmﬁm
Montana Average: 8.0%

114 0 7.9%
355 0 3.9%
123 0 14.6%
221 0 6.3%
6412 0 5.7%
274 0 6.6%
742 0 8.4%
22 0 13.6%
291 0 1.7%
409 0 11.7%
101 0 0.0%
336 0 18.2%
47 0 4.3%
2087 0 13.9%
587 0 6.6%
766 0 13.1%
661 0 11.5%
628 0 9.1%
212 0 0.0%
1981 0 6.9%
423 0 2.1%
175 0 1.1%
368 0 8.2%
348 0 15.5%
53 0 1.9%
460 0 5.0%
124 0 4.8%
64 0 3.1%

2l ne Lou / 7246 0 8.2%
S. Census Bureau: 55369 10 8.00%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF3), GCT-P11. Language, School Enroliment, and Educational Attainment: Montana Census Economic Information Center,
Montana Department of Commerce
301 S. Park Ave, Helena MT 59620-0505
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